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HIGH SCHOOL COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION TO STATE UNIVERSITIES IN ILLINOIS 

 

The information on this page can be used as general guidelines for admissions into the major state universities in 

Illinois. In all cases you should confirm this with the college catalog and other guides provided by the schools 

being considered.  This information is available in the guidance office along with specific information on 

ACT/SAT, class rank and course requirements.  Plan early to insure that when you are a senior you have all of 

the requirements for the schools to which you are applying. The preferred filing date for applications and 

required documents for the majority of colleges and universities is September 1st - November 15th.  

 

 

 ISU EIU WIU SIUC NIU U of I 

ENGLISH 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 

MATH 3 years - 

Algebra I, 

Geometry, 

Algebra 

II/Trig (4 

years is not 

required, but 

encouraged) 

3 years - 

Algebra I, 

Geometry, 

Algebra 

II/Trig 

3 years - 

Algebra I, 

Geometry, 

Algebra 

II/Trig, or 

Computer 

Programming 

3-4 years - 

Algebra I, 

Geometry, 

Algebra II 

(recommend 

Trig, Pre-

Calc, or 

Stats) 

3 years - 

Algebra I, 

Geometry, 

Algebra 

II/Trig 

3-4 years - 

Algebra 1, 

Geometry, 

Algebra II 

(recommend 

Trig, Pre-

Calc, or 

Stats) 

SOCIAL 

SCIENCES 
2 years - US 

Hist. and 

Government 

3 years - US 

Hist. and 

Government 

3 years - US 

Hist. and 

Government 

3 years - US 

Hist. and 

Government 

3 years - US 

Hist. and 

Government 

2 years - US 

Hist. and 

Government 

NATURAL 

SCIENCES 
3 years - Bio, 

Chem, and 

Physics 

3 years of lab 

sciences 

3 years of lab 

sciences 

3 years of lab 

sciences 

3 years - at 

least 1 lab 

science 

3 years - Bio, 

Chem, and 

Physics 

FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE 

/ FINE ARTS 

2 years 

Foreign 

Language 

None 

specified 

2 years of 

Foreign 

Language, 

2 years of 

Foreign 

Language, 

1 years of 

Foreign 

Language, 

2 years of 

Foreign 

Language 
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Music, or Art Music, or Art Music, or Art 

ELECTIVES 2 years of 

electives 

2 years of 

electives 

2 years of 

electives 

2 years of 

electives 

2 years of 

electives 

2 years of 

electives 

 

NCAA ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

(NCAA eligibilities are subject to change) 

 

Rev. 05/2017 

 

If you want to participate in athletics or receive an athletic scholarship during your first year, you must graduate 

from high school and: 

 

Division I 

*complete these 16 core courses: 

● 4 years of English 
● 3 years of math (Algebra 1 or higher) 
● 2 years of natural or physical science (including one year of lab science if offered by your 

high school) 
● 1 extra year of English, math or natural/ physical science 
● 2 years of social science 
● 4 years of extra core courses (from any category above or foreign language, non-doctrinal 

religion or philosophy) 
*complete 10 core courses, including 7 in English, math or natural/physical science, before start of the 7th 

semester 

*earn at least a 2.3 GPA in their core courses 

*earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching their core-course GPA on the Division I sliding 

scale, which balances test scores and core-course GPA.  

 

Division II 

*complete these 16 core courses: 

● 3 years of English 
● 2 years of math (Algebra 1 or higher) 
● 2 years of natural or physical science (including one year of lab science if offered by your 

high school) 
● 3 additional years of English, math or natural or physical science 
● 2 years of social science 
● 4 years of extra core courses (from any category above or foreign language, non-doctrinal 

religion or philosophy) 
*earn at least a 2.0 GPA in core courses 

*earn an SAT combined score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68 
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Additional information and test score/GPA sliding scales can be found at www.ncaa.org 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

Twenty-Four (24) credits as a minimum number to meet graduation requirements 

 

● English - 4 credits 
o Successful completion of English I and English II/Speech 
o 2 credits must be a Writing Intensive course 

● Math - 3 credits 
o One credit in Math I 
o One additional credit must include Geometry content 

● Science - 3 credits 
o One credit must be a lab science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 

● Social Studies - 2 credits 
o 1 credit must be the state mandated course U.S. History 
o ½ credit must be the district required course U.S. Government 

● Physical Education - 4 credits 
● Health - ½ credit 
● Introduction to Business - 1 credit 

o This fulfills the state mandated Consumer Ed requirement 
● Elective 

o At least 1 credit elective from art, music, foreign language, or vocational education 
 

Any other state and/or district requirement must be met to be eligible for graduation from DeLand-

Weldon High School.    
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DeLand-Weldon High School - Four Year Planning Sheet 

Name:    Graduation Year:   

Requirement 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

English (4 credits) Eng I Eng II Eng III English IV 

Math (3 credits) Math I Math II Math III  

Science (3 credits) Biology Anatomy   

Social Studies (2 credits)   U.S. History Government 

Health (.5 credit)  Health   

Physical Education (4 credits) PE PE PE PE 

Introduction to Business (1 credit)     

     

Electives (at least 1 credit from     

art, music, or foreign language)     

     

Credits Earned Per Year     

Cumulative Credits     

Career Goals/Notes  

Plans After High 

School   

     

  4 yr college ___ Trade School ___  

  2 yr college ___ 

Apprentice 

Program ___  

  Military ___ Workforce ___  

     

  SAT Score:   

     

 

 

*Classes that are already filled in are following the recommended course plan.  
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*The counselor will keep a copy of this plan for each student and it will be referenced every spring when class 

scheduling takes place. NOTE: This plan is not a guarantee for class/course availability. 

*There must be 24 total credits completed for graduation, including the course requirements that are laid out in 

the chart above. 

ENGLISH 
  

4 CREDITS REQUIRED 

 SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ENGLISH I, ENGLISH II  
 

A writing intensive class provides students with extensive instruction on the proper crafting of sentences, 

paragraphs, and essays, the different categories of writing (i.e. narrative, persuasive, expository, interpretative, 

etc.) and how those categories affect the form and content of the writing, and the appropriate grammar and 

formatting techniques used in formal writing.  Practice for major assignments in a writing intensive class may 

include (but are not limited to) journal-writing, written responses to class material, extended responses, 

grammar exercises, and reviews of the work of other writers.  Major assignments include at least one essay per 

semester for underclassmen and one essay per quarter for upperclassmen (3 pages minimum). 

 

ENGLISH I      9     1 CREDIT 

Required 

 

English I builds upon students’ prior knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, word usage, and the mechanics of 

writing and will include the four aspects of language use: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  English I 

will introduce and define various genres of literature, with writing exercises linked to reading selections. It will 

develop analytical skills in reading, evaluating, and appreciating literature to build a foundation for further 

literature study and to encourage a love for reading.  The course will include a short story unit, a novel unit, and 

a drama unit.  

 

ENGLISH II      10 (Semester 1)   1/2 CREDIT 

Required 

Prerequisite: successful completion of English I. 

 

English II offers a balanced focus on composition and literature. Students will learn about the alternate aims and 

audiences of written compositions by writing persuasive, critical, and creative multi-paragraph essays and 

compositions. Through the study of various genres of literature, students can improve their reading rate and 

comprehension and develop the skills to determine the author’s intent and theme and to recognize the 

techniques used by the author to deliver his or her message. 
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SPEECH      10 (Semester 2)   ½ CREDIT 

Required 

Prerequisite: successful completion of English I. 

 

Speech courses focus on the application of written and oral communication skills through a variety of formal 

and informal experiences. The courses are performance-based and emphasize effective interpersonal and team-

building skills. Also included will be the study of how interpersonal communications are affected by 

stereotypes, nonverbal cues, vocabulary, and stylistic choices.  Students will be instructed in the planning, 

preparation, rehearsal, and presentation of a speech. 

 

FANTASY & GRAPHIC NOVELS   10 - 12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English I (May be taken concurrently with any other English class.) 

This class is considered a writing intensive course.  

 

This course will study literature from a specific genre as the basis for literary analysis and writing practice.  

Students will be required to perform the same tasks as the core English classes; they must read a total of at least 

four novels (per semester) and participate in assignments (i.e. written responses, journals, short stories, and one 

formal essay).   

During Semester 1, Fantasy Novels, students will study literature from the fantasy genre as the basis for literary 

analysis and writing practice.  Since this course utilizes popular as opposed to classic novels, it will also 

encourage students to read more and to think critically about the novels they choose to read once outside of the 

classroom. Books included on the reading list are Tolkien’s The Fellowship of the Ring & Rowling’s Harry 

Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone. 

During Semester 2, Graphic Novels, students will study graphic novels (i.e. novels that are expressed through 

visual images and sparse text).  Since this course utilizes graphic as opposed to classic novels, it will also help 

visual learners and students who struggle with reading in the core English classes to master literary analysis.  

Books included on the reading list are Satrapi’s Persepolis & Moore and Lloyd’s V for Vendetta. 

 

ENGLISH III      11     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English II 

This class is considered a writing intensive course. 

 

English III includes a study of American Literature which focuses on commonly known American authors and 

their work. Students improve their critical-thinking skills as they determine the underlying assumptions and 

values within the selected works and as they understand how the literature reflects the society of the time. Oral 

discussion is an integral part of literature courses, and written compositions will be required.  The readings 
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stress comprehension of and appreciation for good literature.  Composition and grammar units stress basic 

writing skills and writing for specific purposes.  

 

COMPOSITION & CREATIVE WRITING  11 - 12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English II 

This class is considered a writing intensive course.   

 

Creative Writing courses offer students the opportunity to develop and improve their technique and individual 

style in (Semester 1) fiction and non-fiction, (Semester 2) poetry & drama.  The emphasis of the course is on 

writing; however, students may study exemplary representations and authors to obtain a fuller appreciation of 

the form and craft.  

 

COLLEGE PREP ENGLISH IV   12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English III with a C or above 

This class is considered to be a writing intensive course and is a weighted course.  

 

CP English IV includes a study of British Literature.  Students improve their critical-thinking skills as they 

determine the underlying assumptions and values within the selected works and as they understand how the 

literature reflects the society of the time. Oral discussion is an integral part of literature courses, and written 

compositions will be required.  This course is designed to help prepare students for college literature study, to 

help prepare students for college level writing assignments, to foster appreciation for British literature and 

world classics, to polish writing skills, to correct errors in mechanics and usage, to encourage critical thinking 

and develop analytical skills, and to promote acquisition of a wider vocabulary. 

 

DRAMA * 11-12     1/2 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful Completion of English II 

This class is considered a writing intensive course. 

 

This semester long course will be focusing on the dramatic elements of plays and production.  Specifically, it 

will be used to improve dramatic reading, understanding scene directions, implied actions, and how they then 

add meaning to the piece.  Students will be required to perform different classic pieces as well as several 

modern interpretations.  Students will also be writing and composing different scenes, utilizing their 

understanding of directions, movements, and general dialogue.   

 

 

 

 

 

JOURNALISM * 11-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English II with a C or above 
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This is a very writing intensive course. 

 

This semester long course will be used to engage in real life skills and applications with the English language.  

Students will be assigned several different parts of the current newspaper and will write as well as gain an 

understanding of layout and design.  Students will analyze professional publications, blogs, and magazines to 

illustrate the techniques being applied to their own writing. The students will be using a variety of writing 

techniques to improve the bi-weekly publication of the Maroon and Grey Today.   
 

 

FINE ARTS 

 

 ART 

 

ART I (CREATIVE ART – COMPREHENSIVE) 9-12     1 CREDIT 

 

This course shall be an introductory foundation class that explores the elements and principles of Art; as they 

pertain to Art Analysis, Art Criticism, Art History and Art Production.  A variety of media will be explored.  

The class will be predominantly project-centered and hands-on.  Problem-solving, creativity, and quality 

craftsmanship will be held in the highest regard.  Students will be encouraged to enter 1-2 Art shows each year. 

 

ART II  (DRAWING/PAINTING)   10-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: successful completion of Art I 

 

Art II shall be a more in-depth studio-based class that builds upon the techniques and experiences learned and 

developed in Art I.  Students taking Art II will be developing work for a student portfolio to be shown to 

prospective college/universities; should a student be interested in pursuing Art as a career.  Art II students will 

be encouraged to enter his or her work in 1-2 Art shows each year.  Art II students will also be invited to attend 

an annual Art field trip.  This course, like Art I, will be concerned with the areas of : Art Analysis, Art 

Criticism, Art History, and Art Production.  

 

GRAPHIC DESIGN      10-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: successful completion of Art I 

 

Graphic Design courses emphasize design elements and principles in the purposeful arrangement of images and 

text to communicate a message. They focus on creating art products such as advertisements, product designs, 

and identity symbols. Graphic Design courses may investigate the computer’s influence on and role in creating 

contemporary designs and provide a cultural and historical study of master design works of different periods 

and styles. This class will also spend some time working with the photography for the yearbook publication. 
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CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS   10-12     1 CREDIT 

 

Contemporary crafts builds on a wide range of art concepts through hands on exploration of mediums like 

mosaic, paper making, fibers, jewelry, and bookmarks.  Building on the theory that form follows function,  

students will create works of art that reflect historical, as well as multicultural themes. Key periods of art will  

be referenced with emphasis placed on student’s individual expression.  Contemporary crafts and crafts people 

will be examined through media and museum visits when appropriate.  The emphasis is on “learning by  

doing”.       

 

EXPLORATORY ART *    9-12     1 CREDIT 

 

Exploratory Art is a Foundation course presenting a variety of projects including drawing, painting, and design 

that will enable students to become familiar with vocabulary, materials, techniques, technology, history, and art 

appreciation.  Students will be responsible for creative ideas, sketchbook assignments, studio, a mid-term and a 

final exam project 

 

MUSIC 

 

BAND       9-12     .25 CREDIT 

 

Courses in Concert Band are designed to promote students’ technique for playing brass, woodwind, and 

percussion instruments and cover a variety of band literature styles, primarily for concert performances. 

 

CHORUS      9-12     .25 CREDIT 

 

Chorus courses provide the opportunity to sing a variety of choral literature styles for men’s and/or women’s 

voices and are designed to develop vocal techniques and the ability to sing parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC THEORY/APPRECIATION *  11-12     1 CREDIT 
Prerequisite: enrolled in band or chorus or taking private lessons from a music instructor. Pass a basic level 

music theory test.  

 

Music theory/appreciation is a course of study for the serious musician who wishes to understand the 
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fundamentals of music and be able to perform, compose, and produce music. The year will include music 

theory, ear training, an over view of music history, and composition.  

 

Music Theory (Semester 1): time and sound, notation of pitch, time classification, note and rest values, time 

signature, intervals, basic scales, major scales, minor scales, key signatures, triads, melodic/harmonic dictation, 

and basic transposition of music. 

 

History (Quarter 3): We will begin in the Baroque era and study through 21th century. The course will touch on 

the evolution of music through the centuries and important/influential composers of each era.  

 

Composition (Quarter 4): We will take the fundamentals taught in music theory and the ideas studied 

throughout music history and apply them while working on our own compositions.  

 

 

 FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

 

SPANISH I      9-12     1 CREDIT 

 

Designed to introduce students to Spanish language and culture, Spanish I courses emphasize basic grammar 

and syntax, simple vocabulary, and the spoken accent so that students can read, write, speak, and understand the 

language at a basic level within predictable areas of need, using customary courtesies and conventions. Spanish 

culture is introduced through the art, literature, customs, and history of Spanish-speaking people. 

 

 

SPANISH II      10-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish I 

 

Spanish II courses build upon skills developed in Spanish I, extending students’ ability to understand and 

express themselves in Spanish and increasing their vocabulary. Typically, students learn how to engage in 

discourse for informative or social purposes, write expressions or passages that show understanding of sentence 

construction and the rules of grammar, and comprehend the language when spoken slowly. Students usually 

explore the customs, history, and art forms of Spanish-speaking people to deepen their understanding of the 

culture(s). 

 

SPANISH III      11- 12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish II 

This is a weighted course.   
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Spanish III courses focus on having students express increasingly complex concepts both verbally and in 

writing while showing some spontaneity. Comprehension goals for students may include attaining more facility 

and faster understanding when listening to the language spoken at normal rates, being able to paraphrase or 

summarize written passages, and conversing easily within limited situations. 

 

SPANISH IV      12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III 

This is a weighted course.  

 

Spanish IV courses focus on advancing students’ skills and abilities to read, write, speak, and understand the 

Spanish language so that they can maintain simple conversations with sufficient vocabulary and an acceptable 

accent, have sufficient comprehension to understand speech spoken at a normal pace, read uncomplicated but 

authentic prose, and write narratives that indicate a good understanding of grammar and a strong vocabulary. 

 

 

MATH 

 

3 CREDITS REQUIRED:  INCLUDING ALGEBRA I AND GEOMETRY SKILLS 

 

MATH I       9-12     1 CREDIT 

Math I involves the study of linear and exponential functions represented algebraically, graphically, numerically 

in table and by verbal descriptions.  Students reason about functions and the number and nature of solutions to 

equations, systems of equations, inequalities and systems of inequalities.  Students define congruence using 

transformational geometry.  Students apply transformations to linear, exponentials, absolute value, square root 

and cube root functions.  They explore these function types represented algebraically, graphically, numerically 

in table, and by verbal descriptions.     

 

 

 

MATH II      9-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Math I 

 

Math II involves the study of quadratic functions represented algebraically, graphically, numerically in a table, 

and by verbal descriptions.  Students will compare and contrast types of functions and use them to model 

situations.  Students define similarity using transformational geometry.  They study right triangles and 

trigonometry.  They will extend their understanding of basic probability to gain skill in independent and 

conditional probability.  They will further their understanding of geometry by exploring, investigating, and 

making conjectures about circles. 
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MATH III      9-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: successful completion of Math I and Math II 

 

Math III involves the student learning how to visualize displays and summarize statistics in order to relate 

different types of data including probability and distributions. They will explore coordinate Geometry as it 

relates to Algebra and the graphical analysis used to improve problem solving techniques. Students will 

investigate multiple functions, including linear, exponential, piecewise, absolute value, polynomial, rational and 

trigonometric functions; and, they will use their knowledge of quadratics to explore & examine higher degree 

functions. Students will continue to work with trigonometric functions; graphing, comparing, finding special 

features and transforming these trigonometric relations to the unit circle. 

 

PRE-CALCULUS      11-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: successful completion of Algebra II with a "C" or above 

This is a weighted course.  

 

Pre-Calculus courses combine the study of Trigonometry, Elementary Functions, Analytic Geometry, and Math 

Analysis topics as preparation for calculus. Topics typically include the study of complex numbers; polynomial, 

logarithmic, exponential, rational, right trigonometric, and circular functions, and their relations, inverses and 

graphs; trigonometric identities and equations; solutions of right and oblique triangles; vectors; the polar 

coordinate system; conic sections; Boolean algebra and symbolic logic; mathematical induction; matrix algebra; 

sequences and series; and limits and continuity. 

 

 

 

 

 

AP CALCULUS AB     12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: successful completion of PreCalculus with a "C" or above, must have teacher recommendation 

This is a weighted course.  

 

Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum designed to parallel college-level calculus courses, AP 

Calculus AB provides students with an intuitive understanding of the concepts of calculus and experience with 

its methods and applications.  These courses introduce calculus and include the following topics:  elementary 

functions, properties of functions and their graphs; limits and continuity; differential calculus (including 

definition of the derivative, derivative formulas, theorems about derivatives, geometric applications, 

optimization problems and rate-of-change problems); and integral calculus (including antiderivatives and the 

definite integral). Student may choose to take the College AP test at the end of the year and if they pass the test 
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will receive college credit.   

  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

4 CREDITS REQUIRED IN PE 

 1/2 CREDIT REQUIRED IN HEALTH  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION    9-12     1 CREDIT 

Required 

 

Physical education provides physical activity for all students.  It is designed to instill in the student an 

appreciation of physical activity and to provide good exercise habits at all levels.  This course will offer a wide 

variety of sports skills to continue developing the physical aspect of strength, endurance, speed, balance, 

coordination, power and agility.  This course will further screen for normal growth & health, provide 

opportunities for social growth, teach life skills & good sportsmanship, and prepare students for physical 

activities for the years beyond high school.  It will provide a basic understanding of the rules of various sports 

and educate students in all aspects of body movement. 

 

DRIVER EDUCATION   15-21 YEARS OLD    1/2 CREDIT 

Current law states that a student must have passed at least 8 courses during the previous two semesters prior to 

enrolling in driver education. (Illinois House Bill #418) 

Freshmen students must turn 15 prior to January 1 to register for driver education. 

 

Drivers’ Education—Classroom and Laboratory courses provide students with the knowledge and experience to 

become safe drivers on America’s roadways. Topics in these courses cover legal obligations and responsibility, 

rules of the road and traffic procedures, safe driving strategies and practices, and the physical and mental factors 

affecting the driver’s capability.  Students will also learn of the consequences of drugs and alcohol use while 

driving.   

Experience in driving a vehicle is an essential component of these courses.  The student will learn basic driving 

techniques and learn to watch out for the other users of the streets and highways so that at the end of 12 hours of 

behind the wheel training the student will be prepared for the state driving test to obtain a driver's license. 

 

 

HEALTH      10     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Health will provide students with factual information of mental and physical health.  Students will learn how to 

become and stay physically fit.  Students will be presented the information essential to making decisions 

regarding health problems.  Topics covered within Health Education courses include personal health (nutrition, 

mental health and stress management, drug/alcohol abuse & prevention, disease prevention, and first aid) and 
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consumer health issues. The courses may also include brief studies of environmental health, personal 

development, and/or community resources. 

 

SCIENCE 

3 CREDITS REQUIRED INCLUDING 1 LAB SCIENCE 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE   9-12     1 CREDIT 

Non-laboratory Science 

Offered every 3rd year 

 

Environmental Science courses examine the mutual relationships between organisms and their environment. In 

studying the interrelationships among plants, animals, and humans, these courses usually cover the following 

subjects: photosynthesis, recycling and regeneration, ecosystems, population and growth studies, pollution, and 

conservation of natural resources. 

 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE    9-12     1 CREDIT 

This course is a lab science. 

Offered every 3rd year 

 

Physical Science courses involve study of the structures and states of matter. Typically (but not always) offered 

as introductory survey courses, they may include such topics as forms of energy, wave phenomenon, 

electromagnetism, and physical and chemical interactions. 

 

EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE   9-12     1 CREDIT 

This course is a lab science. 

Offered every third year 

 

Earth and Space Science courses introduce students to the study of the earth from a local and global perspective. 

In these courses, students typically learn about time zones, latitude and longitude, atmosphere, weather, climate, 

matter, and energy transfer. Advanced topics often include the study of the use of remote sensing, computer 

visualization, and computer modeling to enable earth scientists to understand earth as a complex and changing 

planet. 

 

BIOLOGY I      9-12     1 CREDIT 

This is a weighted course. This course is a lab science. 

 

Biology courses are designed to provide information regarding the fundamental concepts of life and life 

processes. These courses include (but are not restricted to) such topics as cell structure and function, general 
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plant and animal physiology, genetics, and taxonomy. 

 

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY   10-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite--Biology I 

This is a weighted course.  This course is a lab science. 

 

Usually taken after a comprehensive initial study of biology, Anatomy and Physiology courses present the 

human body and biological systems in more detail. In order to understand the structure of the human body and 

its functions, students learn anatomical terminology, study cells and tissues, explore functional systems 

(skeletal, muscular, circulatory, respiratory, digestive, reproductive, nervous, and so on), and may dissect  

mammals. 

 

CHEMISTRY          11-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite--Algebra I (Algebra II is highly recommended) 

Offered every other year--even years 

This is a weighted course.  This course is a lab science. 

 

Chemistry courses involve studying the composition, properties, and reactions of substances. These courses 

typically explore such concepts as the behaviors of solids, liquids, and gases; acid/base and oxidation/reduction 

reactions; and atomic structure. Chemical formulas and equations and nuclear reactions are also studied. 

 

PHYSICS      11-12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite--geometry 

Offered every other year--odd years  

This is a weighted course.  This course is a lab science. 

 

Physics courses involve the study of the forces and laws of nature affecting matter, such as equilibrium, motion, 

momentum, and the relationships between matter and energy. The study of physics includes examination of 

sound, light, and magnetic and electric phenomena.  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

WORLD GEOGRAPHY    9-12     1 CREDIT 

 

World Geography courses provide students with an overview of world geography. Topics include the physical 

environment; the political landscape; the relationship between people and the land; economic production and 

development; and the movement of people, goods, and ideas. 
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WORLD HISTORY     9-12     1 CREDIT 

 

World History—Overview courses provide students with an overview of the history of human society from 

early civilization to the contemporary period, examining political, economic, social, religious, military, 

scientific, and cultural developments.  

 

U. S. HISTORY     11     1 CREDIT 

Required 

 

U.S. History courses provide students with an overview of the history of the United States, examining time 

periods from discovery or colonialism through World War II or after. These courses typically include a 

historical overview of political, military, scientific, and social developments. Course content may include a 

history of the North American peoples before European settlement. 

 

U.S. GOVERNMENT    12     1/2 CREDIT 

Required 

 

The focus of American Government is to familiarize students with the foundations, functions, and structure of 

the United States and Illinois state governments.  Students are required to pass two separate constitution exams; 

First, the federal government and then the state government.  The course will then apply and discuss the 

function of government as it applies to current events, both domestic and foreign.    

 

CURRENT US AND WORLD EVENTS*  9-12     ½ CREDIT 

Using newspapers, news magazines, news TV, and the Internet, the students will study and examine events 

taking place locally, nationally, and globally. The student will work independently as well as in small groups to 

delve into the backgrounds of breaking and ongoing news stories. The student should have the skills to analyze 

and think critically. The ability to work independently is essential for success.  

 
HISTORICAL LEADERSHIP *   11-12     ½ CREDIT 

 

Using primary and secondary sources, the students will study, examine, and analyze the lives and leadership 

qualities of the world’s greatest leaders. (Genghis Khan, Muhammad, Jesus, Abraham Lincoln, George 

Washington, Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Jr, Napoleon, Winston Churchill, Julius Caesar, 

Alexander the Great) 

 
AMERICAN HISTORY THROUGH FILM * 9-12      ½ CREDIT 

 

This class explores American films as primary documents of American history. Students will dissect films from 

American popular culture and analyze the way in which they represent time periods from history.  
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Topics of US History That Will Be Studied: 

- American Revolution (1776, The Patriot) 
- Antebellum Era (Far and Away, Little Women) 
- Slavery (Amistad) 
- Civil War (Glory) 
- American Frontier (Dances with Wolves, Tombstone) 
- World War I (War Horse) 
- Great Depression (The Grapes of Wrath) 
- World War II (Saving Private Ryan, Fat Man and Little Boy) 
- Cold War (Thirteen Days) 
- Civil Rights Movement (Malcom X, The Ghosts of Mississippi) 
- Vietnam War (Apocalypse Now, Platoon) 
- Desert Storm (Black Hawk Down, Jarhead) 
- 9/11- (World Trade Center, United 93) 

 

 

 

 

 

 BUSINESS EDUCATION 

 

BUSINESS LAW         10-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Introduces law and the origins and necessity of the legal system; provides insight into the evolution and 

development of laws that govern business in our society; develops an understanding of how organization and 

operation of the legal system impact business; develops an understanding of rights and duties within the 

business environment; and includes contractual responsibility, protection of individual rights in legal 

relationships relative to warranties, product liability, secured and unsecured debts, negotiable instruments, 

agencies, employer-employee relations, property ownership and transfer, landlord and tenant, wills and estates, 

community property, social security, and taxation. 

 

MARKETING & FINANCE        10-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

This course will give students a firm grasp of money management and various investing techniques, as well as 

provide the college-bound student with an excellent foundation for post-secondary business classes. The ability 

to manage one's personal finances on a daily basis, as well as long-term goals, is a valuable skill for students to 

possess. Students will also integrate marketing concepts (product, price, place and promotion) into a semester-

long business project that provides a real-world application of topics covered in this course. Units of study 
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include: budgeting, comparison pricing, taxes, credit, insurance, health care, housing, transportation, 

investments, consumer purchasing, financial services, marketing mix, and social media & promotion. 

 

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS I   9-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Students will acquire knowledge of and experience in the proper and efficient use of previously written software 

(Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Publisher). This course explores a wide range of activities, including 

(but not limited to) word processing, spreadsheets, visual presentations, and web page design. Students will 

complete projects that are directed towards both school- and work-based applications. 

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS II   9-12     1 CREDIT 

  

This course is designed to teach students to use computer and information technology, such as video editing 

software, as tools to communicate more effectively. Students will complete a monthly student news broadcast 

as well as other forms of peer-to-peer communication. The legal and ethical issues involved with computer 

technology will be integrated into the course material. 

 

INTRODUCTORY BUSINESS   10-12     1 CREDIT 

 

*Fulfills the State of Illinois consumer education graduation requirement 

Introductory Business courses survey an array of topics and concepts related to the field of business. These 

courses introduce business concepts such as banking and finance, the role of government in business, 

consumerism, credit, investment, and management. They usually provide a brief overview of the American 

economic system and corporate organization. Introductory Business courses may also expose students to the 

varied opportunities in secretarial, accounting, management, and related fields. 

 

ACCOUNTING I     11-12     1 CREDIT 

This is a weighted course.  

 

Accounting I is a course that assists students pursuing a career in business, marketing, and management. This 

course includes planned learning experiences that develop initial and basic skills used in systematically 

computing, classifying, recording, verifying and maintaining numerical data involved in financial and product 

control records including the paying and receiving of money. Instruction includes information on keeping 

financial records, summarizing them for convenient interpretation, and analyzing them to provide assistance to 

management for decision making. Accounting computer applications should be integrated throughout the course 

where applicable. In addition to stressing basic fundamentals and terminology of accounting, instruction should 

provide initial understanding of the preparation of budgets and financial reports, operation of related business 
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machines and equipment, and career opportunities in the accounting field. Processing employee benefits may 

also be included. 

 

ADVANCED ACCOUNTING   12     1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite--Accounting I 

This is a weighted course.  

 

Accounting II is a course that builds upon the foundation established in Accounting I. This course is planned to 

help students to develop deeper knowledge of the principles of accounting with more emphasis being placed on 

financial statements and accounting records. It is a study of previously learned principles as they apply to the 

more complicated types of business organizations: partnerships, corporations, branches, etc. The students may 

become familiar with such specialized fields of accounting as cost accounting, tax accounting, payroll 

accounting, and others. Some students may choose to do specialized accounting computer applications, and 

others may elect payroll clerk, data processing computer applications. Simulated business conditions may be 

provided through the use of practice sets. Skills are developed in the entry, retrieval, and statistical analysis of 

business data using computers for accounting business applications. 

 

WEB DESIGN     11 -12     1/2 CREDIT 

Prerequisite - Computer Applications 

 

Multimedia and web page design is a skill-level course designed to prepare students to plan, design, create and 

maintain web pages and sites. Students will learn the fundamentals of web page design using HTML. Students 

will work in a project-based environment to create and maintain a working website. Students will learn to create 

pages, add hyperlinks, make tables and frames, create forms, integrate images, and set styles. Students will also 

use hardware and software to capture, edit, create, and compress audio and video clips. 

 
 FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 

 

FOODS & NUTRITION I    9-12     1/2 CREDIT 

Foods and Nutrition courses provide students with an understanding of food’s role in society, instruction in how 

to plan and prepare meals, experience in the proper use of equipment and utensils, and background on the 

nutritional needs and requirements for healthy living.  This course focuses on the MyPlate food resource, as 

well as current issues such as childhood obesity and fad diets. Students will learn the basic skills of working 

independently in the kitchen.  They will be introduced to recipes, equipment, safety/sanitation, and time 

management.  They will also learn proper food preparation techniques and practice them in the kitchen.  

 

FOODS & NUTRITION II    9-12     1/2 CREDIT 
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Prerequisite Must have taken Foods & Nutrition I 

 

This course is designed to build on the basic skills developed in Foods & Nutrition I.  Students will learn how to 

review and rate the recipes they prepare.  They will also be introduced to organic foods, going green in the 

kitchen, and foreign foods.   

 

ADVANCED FOODS    9-12     ½ CREDIT 

In Advanced Foods and Nutrition students have the opportunity to develop advanced food preparation skills 

while applying the nutrition information and food preparation skills learned in Foods and Nutrition I/II. 

Students explore areas of interest which may include quantity food production, cultural and regional cuisines, 

convenience foods, creating and adapting recipes, use of small cooking appliances, cake decorating, 

entertaining, changes in nutritional needs throughout the life cycle, vegetarian diets, nutrition for athletes, eating 

disorders, and careers in food and nutrition-related occupations. 

 

CLOTHING AND FASHION   9-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Clothing courses introduce students to and expand their knowledge of various aspects of wearing apparel, 

sewing, and fashion. These courses typically include wardrobe planning; selection, care, and repair of various 

materials; and construction of one or more projects. They may also include related topics, such as fashion 

design, fashion history, the social and psychological aspects of clothing, careers in the clothing industry, and 

craft sewing. 

 

INTERIOR DESIGN     9-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

This course provides basic knowledge and skills needed to select, acquire, furnish, maintain, and manage 

residential and commercial environments to meet the needs of the users/occupants. The course includes the 

application of the interior design elements and principles; selection and care of furnishings, equipment and 

accessories in relation to socio-economic factors, trends, personal tastes and characteristics, as well as physical 

and psychological needs; safety, sanitation, and efficiency factors in interior design; and evaluating use and care 

of textiles. This course investigates a variety of related career opportunities, including entrepreneurship. 

Emphasis is placed on the application of project management skills. 

 

 

ADULT LIVING     9-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Adult Living is a life skills course that provides students with information about a wide range of subjects to 

assist them in becoming wise consumers and productive adults.  Topics covered may include goal-setting, 

decision-making, and setting priorities; money and time management; relationships; and the development of the 



 

23  

 

self. Practical exercises regarding selecting and furnishing houses, meeting transportation needs, preparing food, 

selecting clothing, and building a wardrobe are often integral to these classes. In addition, specific topics such 

as insurance, taxation, and consumer protection may also be covered. 

 

 

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT    9-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Child Development/Parenting courses provide students with knowledge about the physical, mental, emotional, 

and social growth and development of children from conception to pre-school age. In addition, these courses 

help students discover how parents should respond to the various stages of childhood. Course content typically 

includes topics such as prenatal and birth processes; responsibilities and difficulties of parenthood; 

fundamentals of children’s emotional and physical development; and the appropriate care of infants, toddlers, 

and young children. 

 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

 

COLLEGE & CAREER EXPLORATIONS  11 - 12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

This course is designed to help prepare students for individual growth and independent decision making in the 

areas of future college and career choices.  Exploring colleges, including the process of the application, 

interviews, financial aid and scholarship opportunities will be incorporated.    

Career Exploration courses help students identify and evaluate personal goals, priorities, aptitudes, and interests 

with the goal of helping them make informed decisions about their careers. These courses expose students to 

various sources of information on career and training options and may also assist them in developing job search 

and employability skills. The use of various textbooks, websites and journals will inform the students about 

present and future job trends and opportunities.   

 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION   11-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Cooperative Education is a capstone course designed to assist students in the development of effective skills and 

attitudes through practical, advanced instruction in school and on the job through cooperative education. 

Students are released from school for their paid cooperative education work experience and participate in 200 

minutes per week of related classroom instruction. Classroom instruction focuses on providing students with job 

survival skills and career exploration skills related to the job and improving students' abilities to interact 

positively with others. For skills related to the job, refer to the skill development course sequences, the task list 

or related occupational skill standards of the desired occupational program. The course content includes the 

following broad areas of emphasis: further career education opportunities, planning for the future, job-seeking 
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skills, personal development, human relationships, legal protection and responsibilities, economics and the job, 

organizations, and job termination. A qualified career and technical education coordinator is responsible for 

supervision. Written training agreements and individual student training plans are developed and agreed upon 

by the employer, student and coordinator. The coordinator, student, and employer assume compliance with 

federal, state, and local laws and regulations. 

 

Cooperative education students must: a) complete four semesters of school and be an academic junior, b) be on 

pace to meet graduation requirements and have a GPA of at least 1.5, and c) not have more than eight (8) 

unexcused absences in the previous school year. 

 

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION FIELD STUDY   11-12     1/2 CREDIT 

 

Each student will be released from school for two periods per day. During this time the student will work at an 

approved job-site and will be under the supervision of the employer. Each job-site must be approved by the 

school coordinator. 

 

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION REGULATIONS: 

 

1. Parental or guardian permission required. 

2. The student cannot go to work on a day when he/she has missed school due to illness or unexcused absence. 

3. Students will only be allowed to quit the program as per school policy. 

4. Job changes can only be made with approval of the school coordinator. 

5. If a student loses his/her job due to negligence or irresponsibility (professional judgment of school 

coordinator), the student will receive an F grade for the field study component of the course.  The student 

will be assigned to a study hall for the remainder of the semester and must enroll in a traditional course the 

following semester.  If the student is enrolled in the classroom component of the program he/she has the 

option of completing the course and earning one (1) credit. 

6. Wages can be minimum or sub-minimum depending on the documents filed by the employer with the 

Department of Labor. 

7. Written agreements and training plans must be signed by the participating student, employer, and 

coordinator. 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 

All agriculture courses taken in cooperation with 

 Farmer City at Blue Ridge High School 

 

INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES        9-12 1 CREDIT 
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This introductory course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural industry is 

organized; its major components; the economic influence of agriculture at state, national and international 

levels; and the scope and types of jobs in the agriculture industry.  Specific items include plant and animal and 

soil science, horticulture, Ag mechanics, and agribusiness management.  Written and oral communication skills, 

leadership and evaluation skills will be developed and play a major influence in this course.  Students will also 

learn safe work habits through their individual shop projects.  Finally, FFA membership and participation in 

FFA activities will serve as a vehicle for extra hands on learning so it will be strongly encouraged throughout 

this course.   

 

CONSERVATION 11-12 1/2 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Ag Intro or permission of instructor 

 

This course, offered during the first semester is designed to inform students of the importance of conservation.  

Topics to be discussed will include the conservation of land resources, soil, water, wildlife, and outdoor 

recreation facilities.  In addition, students will discuss gun safety, hunting, and fishing as related to the laws, 

regulations, and safety of these areas.  Students have the opportunity to join the FFA and may participate in 

activities and career development events.   

 

HORTICULTURE 11-12 1/2 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Ag Intro or permission of instructor 

 

This course offered during the second semester, is designed for students to learn and understand the basic 

principles of horticultural science and business.  Areas of study include greenhouse management, plant growing 

media, plant identification, plant propagation, and plant landscaping and forestry.  Students will be responsible 

for managing the greenhouse during the semester.  This includes watering, fertilizing, and pest control.  

Students are also given the opportunity to join the FFA and participate in activities and career development 

events.   

 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

All Industrial Tech courses taken in cooperation with 

 Farmer City at Blue Ridge High School 

 

ORIENTATION TO VOCATIONAL OCCUPATIONS          9-12 1 CREDIT 

 

Technological and its advancements affect our daily lives.  In order to understand the careers in industry, a basic 

background in materials and their assembly processes needs to be acquired.  The ability to work safely and 

solve problems as they arise is emphasized in this class.  Areas of communication, energy utilization, 
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transportation, and production will be addresses.  Projects and activities will include drafting/CAD (Computer-

Aided drafting) design, wood and metal processing (sheet metal, foundry, metal lathe), plastics, manufacturing, 

energy systems/small engines, and CO2 powered cars.  Students will be required to reimburse the school for the 

materials used for projects.   

 

 

 

CARPENTRY/CABINET MAKING 10-12 1 CREDIT 

Prerequisite: Woodworking & Production Technology or permission of instructor 

 

The first semester of this course is designed to five the student an overview of the light framing techniques used 

in the building industry.  It encompasses factors related to general contracting and familiarizes the student with 

the procedures used to build a home or similar structure.  Students in this course are required to participate in 

the building of a structure outside/off campus in a variety of climate conditions.  The ability to work safely as a 

group and solve problems are highly emphasized!  This is an articulated course with Parkland college.  At 

the conclusion of this course students that meet the required criteria may apply for 3 semester hours of college 

credit for CIT 115. 

In the second semester the student will explore the different woodworking processes, including cutting, 

forming, fastening, and finishing.  Students will also receive instruction in CNC (Computer Numerical Control) 

manufacturing.  The ability to think through job related problems and the ability to work safely and neatly are 

emphasized.  An independent project is required of each student.  Examples of such projects are: night stands, 

end tables, small cabinets, and any other instructor approved projects.  Project costs vary greatly, ranging from 

$60 to over $200.  Project money will be due in early January.  

 

HEARTLAND TECH ACADEMY 

All HTA courses taken at Richland Community College 

See the Counselor for more information on the programs listed below. 

 

11-12           2 CREDITS 

 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES & PRE-VET STUDIES            

AUTO BODY / COLLISION REPAIR            

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY            

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY PROCEDURES / ACCOUNTING / MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY 

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 

COOPERATIVE WORK EDUCATION            

COSMETOLOGY 

COMPUTER ASSISTED DRAFTING            
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

CULINARY ARTS   (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 

DIGITAL BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 

FIRE FIGHTING 

GRAPHIC ARTS 

INDUSTRIAL TRADES 

WELDING 

 


